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September 13, 2023 
 
Ms. Jessica Buck 
Montgomery County Conservation District 
143 Level Road 
Collegeville, PA 19426-3313 
 
Re:    NPDES Permit Application No. PAC460811 

Response to Public Comments 
222 Church Road – Cheltenham Township 
REB #2154-10 

 
Dear Ms. Buck: 
 
On behalf of our client, 222 Church Road LLC, the following information is being submitted in support of 
the NPDES Application for the project located at 222 Church Road. The below is a discussion of public 
comments provided to our office by MCCD that include the following files: 
 
•  “Redacted Public Comments received via email Friday May 26, 2023” (letter with Summary of Storm 

Water and Erosion Issues and Exhibits A thru G) – provided to our office by MCCD on August 16, 2023 
with the Technical Deficiency Letter. 

•  “Public Comments received via email Wednesday June 7, 2023” (letter with link for the docket search 
for Case #2023-12084) – provided to our office by MCCD on August 16, 2023 with the Technical 
Deficiency Letter. 

•  “Public Comments received via email Friday August 18, 2023” (letter with Second Supplemental Public 
Comments and Exhibits A thru K) – provided to our office by MCCD on August 25, 2023. 

 
This letter shall serve as the response letter and includes how the concerns are addressed. Due to the length 
of the documents, comments from above files have only been referenced in italics as opposed to copying 
the entire text with the response following in bold.  
 

Redacted Public Comments Received Via Email Friday May 26, 2023 
 

2023-05-26 Public Comment Email_Redacted 
 

• Opening Paragraph 
 
RESPONSE:   The application has been previously revised to omit Old Mill Race as a 
receiving water. Based on the more recent wetland/waters investigation performed by VW 
Consultants (included with the submission package), Wetland ‘A’ has been identified on the 
plans with the ultimate receiving water being Tookany Creek. Other comments in the opening 
paragraph are not relevant to the NPDES Application. 
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1. The Applicant… 
 

RESPONSE:   Not applicable to NPDES. 
 

2. One of the unanswered comments… 
 

RESPONSE:   The Applicant’s EIN has been added to the NOI during the NPDES 
Administrative review process. 
 

3. We provide a short history… 
 

RESPONSE:   Not applicable to NPDES. 
 
2023-05-26 Summary of Storm Water and Erosion Issues_Redacted 
 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. The Applicant’s 
EIN has been previously provided.  

 
2. PERTINENT HISTORY OF THE APPLICANT’S PLANS 

 
RESPONSE:   A majority of this section is not applicable to the current NPDES application 
package. Regarding identification of receiving waters, the current plans depict two points of 
discharge identified in accordance with NPDES criteria – one at the discharge point of BMP 
ID 001/Level Spreader #1 and one at Wetland ‘A’ where runoff from the subject property 
concentrates. Both Points of Discharge identified drain to Tookany Creek. The current plans 
reflect the results of a revised wetland investigation that occurred following construction of 
the Township trail just south of the subject property and an off-site discharge analysis has 
been included with the application package. The application package and supporting plans 
and documents have been prepared in accordance with Township and NPDES criteria. 
 

3. THE HAMMOND TOOL FACTORY HISTORY AT 218 CR INCLUDING THE DEED HISTORY 
OF 222 AND 218 CR. 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
4. THE OLD MILL RACE IN ITS STATE OF DISREPAIR… 

 
RESPONSE:   Discussion of Old Mill Race is not applicable to the current NPDES application 
package. An off-site discharge analysis in accordance with NPDES criteria has been included 
with the application package. 

 
5. CONCLUSION. 

 
RESPONSE:   An off-site discharge analysis in accordance with NPDES criteria has been 
included with the application package. 
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Public Comments Received Via Email Wednesday June 7, 2023 
 

Montgomery County Tax Lien Case #2023-12084 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the NPDES application. 
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Public Comments Received Via Email Friday August 18, 2023 
 

2023-08-18 Public Comment Email 
 

• Opening Paragraph 
 
RESPONSE:   Acknowledged. 

 
Redacted Second Supplemental Comments to MCCD dated August 18, 2023 
 

1. Since the original comments… 
 
RESPONSE:   Acknowledged. 

 
2. Because the Proposed Development… 

 
RESPONSE:   The proposed development includes stormwater controls to support the 
development in accordance with Township and NPDES criteria. The proposed development 
does not drain to the Cheltenham Township MS4. 

 
3. Stated differently… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
4. We do not have a complete record… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
5. The CT Public Works Committee… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
6. The Minutes of the PWC 8-2-17 Meeting… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
7. At its Meeting of 8-2-17, the PWC… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
8. At its Meeting of 8-16-17, the Board… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
9. After discussion of the public comments received… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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10. The DEP issued a five-page comment letter… 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
11. We do not know if there were any informal comments… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
12. At p. 5 of the DEP 5-17-19 Comment Letter… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
13. CT did not response within 45 days. 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
14. Instead, b y letter dated 2-19-21… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
15. The 2-19-21 CT letter to DEP… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
16. Also obtained in July 2022… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
17. Thus, CT did not provide… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
18. In addition, the revised map… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
19. Another document obtained… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
20. At p. 1 of the 2017 MS4 Application… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
21. We do not know if the 2017 MS4 Application… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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22. At page 2 of the 2017 MS4 Application… 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
23. The GF Response of 9-10-21… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
24. We do not know when… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
25. Shortly before the GF Response… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
26. The remedial measures included… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
27. The GF TC Bank Stabilization… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
28. The PWC unanimously recommended… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
29. The Board at its Meeting of 9-29-21… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
30. We have not located any mention on the CT website… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
31. Nevertheless, if such an application… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. The Applicant is 
not obligated to consider off-site stream maintenance work performed by the Township that 
is unrelated to the NPDES Permit application associated with the proposed development. 

 
32. The PWC Agenda for 3-2-22… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
33. The attachment at PDF pages 78-100 of the PWC Agenda… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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34. The fourth paragraph of the cover memo… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
35. If there were preliminary comments… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
36. The last paragraph of the cover memo… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
37. Among the projects shaded in gray on PDF p. 80… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
38. Likewise, Project 28B at PDF p. 80… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
39. The Minutes of the PWC Meeting… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
40. The PRP was next considered… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
41. We turn to the Agenda… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
42. The first item on the PWC Agenda… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
43. While we have not compared them… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
44. We do not know for sure the reason… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
45. There are several reasons we suspsect… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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46. Staying in chronological order… 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
47. As noted earlier, the GF Cover memo… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
48. As we have noted earlier, the PRP Draft… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
49. This description sounds much like the GF TC Bank Stabilization… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
50. Likewise, Project 28B at p. 12 of the PRP Draft… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
51. The PWC Minutes of its Meeting of 9-7-22… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
52. The PWC Minutes of 9-7-22 also include… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
53. The Minutes of the Board Meeting of 9-21-22… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
54. We could not find anything further… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
55. In the different context of granting conditional final approval… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
56. The Hot Topics Page of the CT website… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
57. One of the remarkable aspects of the PRP Draft… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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58. The two (2) Gimbel Field Projects… 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
59. The PRP Draft Dated 2-24-22 that was preceded… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
60. The PRP Draft 7-13-22 did not include… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
61. Recalling the GF TC Bank Stabilization… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package.  

 
62. The Board approved the recommendation to install the drainage pipe… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
63. What we know from the GF MS4 Map 7-13-22… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
64. From the description given in the PWC Minutes of 2-1-23 it sounds like… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
65. What we do not know is what happened… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
66. The storm sewer that was approved on 2-25-23 from Gimbel Field to TC… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
67. Even if the GF TC Bank Stabilization… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
68. If the projects 28A and 28B were not completed… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
69. We also think there is a plethora of information… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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70. We turn to the most recent Existing Features Plan… 
 
RESPONSE:   No response necessary. 

 
71. The 6-29-23 EFP contains several notes of the Base Flood Elevation… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. The elevations 
referenced in this comment to not appear to be correct. 

 
72. On 4-9-23 used a tape measure… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. The existing 
topography depicted on the current NPDES Application is consistent with FEMA mapping 
and the Tookany Creek Trail design plans which have been included with the submission 
package for reference. 

 
73. Exhibit I, the FEMA Flood Insurance Study… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
74. Exhibit J, the FEMA Location map… 

 
RESPONSE:   No response necessary. 

 
75. The graph in Exhibit I also depicts… 

 
RESPONSE:   No response necessary. 

 
76. In addition, the 6-29-23 EFP depicts the right hand turn… 

 
RESPONSE:   No response necessary. 

 
77. Taking the sum of the above facts… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
78. Thus, the Base Flood Elevation… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
79. Obviously, the engineers who designed the bridge… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
80. The Member of the Environmental Advisory Council… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 
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81. The 6-13-22 EAC Minutes were unanimously accepted by the PWC… 
 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
82. Without delving into the many changes… 

 
RESPONSE:   The PCSM Report included with the submission package documents that the 
proposed development will result in a reduction in runoff volume and peak rate and a 
reduction in Total Suspended Solids, Total Phosphorous, and Total Nitrogen to each 
identified Point of Discharge for the 2-year/24-hour storm in accordance with NPDES criteria 
and maintains the same general drainage paths from pre-development to post-development 
conditions. Additional discussion has been included in the off-site discharge analysis included 
with the submission package. 

 
83. In addition, in Record Plan (1 of 3) dated 2-10-23… 

 
RESPONSE:   The NPDES submission package documents the stormwater controls proposed 
to manage runoff generated from the increase in impervious. The proposed stormwater 
management program was designed in accordance with Township and NPDES criteria. 

 
84. For all the reasons stated above, TC is a trouble area… 

 
RESPONSE:  Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
85. Lastly, in our Supplemental Public Comments dated June 27, 2023… 

 
RESPONSE:  The current NPDES application package reflects the most recent 
wetlands/waters investigation prepared by a Certified Professional Soil Scientist. 

 
86. We questioned the accuracy of the new description… 

 
RESPONSE:   The current NPDES application package reflects the most recent 
wetlands/waters investigation prepared by a Certified Professional Soil Scientist. 

 
87. In paragraph 57 of the Supplemental Comments… 

 
RESPONSE:   No response necessary. 

 
88. The claim bolded in paragraph 74 above… 

 
RESPONSE:   The Applicant has not claimed that draught conditions “dried up” wetlands. 

 
89. The Annual precipitation in Elkins Park is typically 45.6 inches per year… 

 
RESPONSE:   The Applicant has not claimed that draught conditions “dried up” wetlands. 
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90. In paragraphs 62-68 of the Supplemental Comments, we disputed… 
 
RESPONSE:   The current NPDES application package reflects the most recent 
wetlands/waters investigation prepared by a Certified Professional Soil Scientist. 

 
91. In a response on 8-17-23 from CT in response to an RTKL we received… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. The current 
NPDES application package reflects the most recent wetlands/waters investigation prepared 
by a Certified Professional Soil Scientist as they relate to the proposed development and 
drainage paths. 

 
92. Attached as Exhibit K is a copy of the CT Interceptor… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
93. Exhibit K shows the entire area of the “Interceptor A… 

 
RESPONSE:   Not applicable to the current NPDES application package. 

 
 

 
Should you require any additional information, please contact me by phone at (610) 277-9441 (Ext 16) or 
by email at rblue@robertblue.com. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Robert E. Blue Jr., P.E., P.L.S. 
President 
Robert E. Blue Consulting Engineers, P.C. 

 
 
Cc: Client 
       REB File #2154-10 
 
 























































Public Comments Received via email Friday, August 18, 2023 

  
Attached are the above and which will include Exhibits A thru K in support thereof.  Due to the size of a 
few of the exhibits, this will be email 1 of 4 to keep the email size below 10 mg.  This email has Exhibits 
A-B. 
 

 

 












































