
Dirt, Gravel & Low Volume Road Maintenance Program

2016 in Review
Montgomery County had its most 
productive year to date in the 
program in 2016!  

6 low volume road projects 
were successfully completed  
and 2 additional are under  
contract.

2 gravel road projects were  
successfully completed and 1 
additional is under contract.

Location of completed  
2016 projects: 

Borough of Telford

Marlborough Township

Salford Township

Schwenksville Borough

Upper Frederick Township 
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Montgomery County Program  
Contact Information: 

Program Administrator 
Jessica Moldofsky  
610-489-4506  x14  

jmoldofsky@montgomeryconservation.org

Upcoming Training
Become eligible to apply today!

An eligibility criteria for applying for a DGLVR grant is attendance at an  
Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) Course. This ESM Course 
is an excellent, intense two-day classroom session focused on providing 
the knowledge and tools necessary for road owners to maintain roads in a 
more cost-efficient and environmentally sensitive manner. The course runs 
from 8 am to 4 pm for two days and includes lunch. The course is free to 
municipal, county, and state agencies involved with PA’s DGLVR Program. 
Travel stipend can be provided for mileage if necessary. 

One ESM training course will be held in southeast PA this year in 
Hamburg, Berks County on October 24th & 25th. Register now!  

Numerous other courses are being held throughout the state. 

For a complete list of training dates and to register go to 
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/education-and-training/esm-course.

Get Involved!
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis year-round.  

Applications always accepted!

Site visits with the Conservation District are encouraged prior to application submission. 
 

For more information, or to set up a site visit, contact  
Jessica Moldofsky, Montgomery County Program Administrator.  
jmoldofsky@montgomeryconservation.org 610-489-4506 x14

143 Level Road
Collegeville, PA 19426

Grant Program Overview:
PA’s Dirt, Gravel & Low Volume Roads (DGLVR) Program provides local  
road-owning entities with grant funding for road and environmental  
improvements on unpaved and low-volume paved roads (500 or fewer cars per day).

The PA State Conservation Commission allocates funding to Conservation  
Districts. A non-profit Center through Penn State University provides education, 
outreach, and technical assistance to entities involved in the PA DGLVR Program.

The Montgomery Conservation District administers and implements the pro-
gram at the county level with assistance from a Quality Assurance Board (QAB) 
that acts in an advisory capacity to the Conservation District Board.

Two categories of eligible project-site roads:

 Low Volume Roads (LVR):  
Paved or sealed roads with 500 or fewer cars per day

 Dirt & Gravel Roads (DGR):  
Unpaved roadways (no traffic count stipulation) 2

1

1st Annual  
Newsletter

Better Roads. 
       Cleaner Streams.



Salford Township completed a 
low volume road improvement 
grant project on Webber Road 
last spring. This project reduced 

sediment inputs from a severely eroding swale 
to the adjacent stream, the East Branch of the 
Perkiomen Creek, improved the road surface and 
swale stability, addressed roadway safety con-
cerns, and improved drainage and stormwater  
management. 

A look at 
Driving Surface  
Aggregate(DSA)
Driving Surface Aggregate (DSA) is a well-graded, unbound mixture 
of aggregate designed for use as a wearing course on unpaved roads.  
DSA is designed to achieve maximum density to resist erosion and 
traffic wear.  Properly installed DSA roads will have greatly reduced 
sediment loss and maintenance requirements and is the only approved road surface material for grant funding.  
For more information, check out the DSA Handbook for guidelines and specs:
https://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/general-resources/driving-surface-aggregate-dsa. 

Drainage Improvement Practice 
FRENCH MATTRESS
A French mattress is a structure under a road consisting of clean coarse rock wrapped in geotextile fabric 
through which water can pass freely. French mattresses are used in extremely wet areas, to support the roadbed 
while allowing unrestricted water movement.

 Criteria for French Mattress Use:
• Areas where concentrated outlet flow through a pipe is un-

desirable, impractical, or regulated.
• Low-lying areas near streams or wetlands where  

installing cross pipes would be difficult due to lack of grade 
or vegetation.

• Areas where the road acts as a dam by cutting off the  
natural flow of subsurface water.

• Areas with a high water table.
• Mattresses are NOT stream or road drainage pipe replacements. Mattresses should NOT be used for concen-

trated flow, such as small stream channels or storm water from ditches. These flows naturally carry sediment, 
which will clog the mattress over time.

•  The finished mattress should be covered by at least 8 inches of compacted fill material.
• French mattresses should be installed to match the slope of the land. In wetland situations. A 1 to 2 percent 

slope should be used to aid drainage.

Benefits to Using a French Mattress:
• Stabilizes the road base in areas where the road is weakened by water saturation.
• Allows for bi-directional free flow of water through road base.
• Can be used in wetland situations where a traditional pipe may lower the wetland water level.
• Requires no maintenance and has a long service life.

This gravel road project in Marlborough Township provided grant funding to improve the 
road base and install drainage improvements to Lake Skymount Drive, reducing sediment 
inputs to the adjacent Lake Skymount which feeds the Ridge Valley Creek. Driving Surface 
Aggregate was used as the road surface material to provide a long lasting, stable driving 
surface which improved lake-side boat launch access. 

Schwenksville Borough 
completed a low volume 
road project on Miller, Boyer, 
and Cedar Alleys. This project 

provided grant funding to implement po-
rous pavement and drainage improvements 
on three urban alleys to reduce erosion and 
improve the road surface while improving 
stormwater management.
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Photo 1.  Graphical side view of the mattress 
components.

• Designed for maximum compacted density. 

• Contains 10%-15% “minus #200” fine material. 

• Fine material must be composed of crushed rock, 
not silt or clay. 

• Must be delivered at “optimum moisture”. 

• Has specs for pH, hardness and soundness. 

• Should be placed using a motor-paver. 

• Must be compacted with a minimum 10-ton  
vibratory roller. 

• Must be placed at an uncompacted depth of 6”- 8”.

KEY FACTS


